Atrial natriuretic factor levels in renal stone patients with idiopathic hypercalciuria and in healthy controls: the effect of an oral calcium load.
Ionized calcium is a stimulator for the release of several peptide hormones. Atrial natriuretic factor (ANF) is a peptide hormone released from atrial tissue in response to atrial distension or volume expansion. In the present study, we have examined the effect of an oral calcium load in healthy controls and renal stone patients with idiopathic hypercalciuria. Our results demonstrated that ANF release increased in both groups in response to a calcium load. However, idiopathic hypercalciuric patients presented lower basal ANF levels in the presence of high calcitriol levels. The role of calcitriol on ANF release remains to be evaluated.